
     
 

Building forward in Faith towards a Just Recovery: 
A response to the Ministerial Declaration of the 

2021 High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF) 
 
1. Recognizing the efforts made by all stakeholders, including regional faith-based networks for the SDGs 

from Africa, Asia-Pacific, and Latin America and the Caribbean, towards the success of the 2021 HLPF 
in spite of the unprecedented challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
2. Commending the various progress and commitments made by National Governments as reported 

during the 2021 Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs), and the resolutions as contained in the 2021 
HLPF Ministerial Declaration. 

 
3. Acknowledging that the path to build back better and to achieve a just recovery post-pandemic requires 

strengthened cooperation among all stakeholders, including faith leaders who bring a moral voice and 
grassroots actions to the Global Sustainable Development Agenda 2030. 

 
4. While noting the interlinkages and the integrated, indivisible and universal nature of the Global Goals, 

we wish to emphasize and add a voice of faith to the following SDGs that was reviewed at the 2021 
HLPF: 

 
a. SDG 1 No Poverty: Targeted measures to eradicate poverty in all its forms and dimensions 

everywhere should continue to be rooted in grassroots participation and ownership, and taking full 
advantage of the mobilizing capacity, reach and moral authorities of faith actors within local 
communities. Specific measures also should be put in place to address the increasing number of 
children in poverty, worsened by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 
b. SDG 2 Zero Hunger: Achieving the right of everyone to have access to safe, adequate and 

nutritious food will be expediated when local agricultural practices, especially by women smallholder 
producers and family farmers are supported by provision of adequate, appropriate technology that 
takes into account the need to tackle impacts of climate change, and ecological harmony. 

 
c. SDG 10 Reduced Inequalities: Actions to tackle the increasing digital divide, poor social protection 

policies, unequal economic opportunities laid bare and exacerbated in the Global South by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and COVID-19 vaccine access and availability inequities must be targeted 
and a collective effort to ensure inclusion for all, especially for families with children, indigenous 
population, and people living with disabilities. 

 
d. SDG 16 Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions: Faith actors and community leaders have rich 

historical knowledge, spiritual, and cultural resources that should be harnessed by Governments 
and all stakeholders in pursuit of a more just, equal and peaceful society.  Making public institutions 
responsive and accountable to the people who have been left in poverty should be at the center of 
action. On the other hand, a concerted effort towards promoting Freedom of Religion or Belief 
(FoRB) will contribute greatly to achieving an inclusive and cohesive society as envisioned in the 
Global Development Agenda and the 2021 HLPF Ministerial Declaration. 

 
5. Reaffirming the belief that working hand-in-hand – with Governments and all stakeholders is key to 

leaving no one behind in pursuit of a sustainably developed planet, we as faith actors reaffirm our 
commitments to: 

 



a. Continue in our critical role of supporting local communities in the provision of critical human 
services in health, education, affordable financial intermediation and support for sustainable 
livelihoods especially for families, vulnerable children, and for girls and women. 

 
b. Strengthen collaboration with state actors and all stakeholders to advocate and achieve equitable 

vaccine access by all, which is a sure path to defeat the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

c. Achieve greater synergy among faith leaders in harnessing our spiritual and cultural resources 
for a more cohesive and inclusive society, where faith and religion continue to be a force for 
good. 

 
6. Let us therefore work together in faith towards a just recovery in this Decade of Action and Delivery. 
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